
GREAT OCEAN ROAD  
COAST COMMITTEE

FACT  
SHEET

MEMORIAL ARCH PRECINCT MASTER PLAN

The Memorial Arch commemorates the service of World 
War I veterans and is a key marker on the iconic Great 
Ocean Road. The Arch and digger’s monument are a 
tribute to the returned servicemen, many of whom 
built the Great Ocean Road after the war. 

The current Arch is the third built, replacing the one destroyed 
in the Ash Wednesday bushfires in 1983. The Arch is an iconic 
marker of the Great Ocean Road and a popular stop for tourists. 

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES PAPER

There are a number of significant issues associated with the 
current use of the Memorial Arch precinct, which were raised 
in the Issues and Opportunities paper released in January 2016.  
These include:

• Overcrowding during peak visitation times.

• Safety concerns associated with undefined parking areas. 

• Unsafe pedestrian practices including standing on road to 
take photos.

• Toileting in the nearby dunes and residential areas. 

• Littering

• Damage to native ecosystems caused by inappropriate 
beach access 

We are working with a number of community members in a 
Community Reference Group, and  partner agencies such as 
VicRoads, Surf Coast Shire, Parks Victoria and the Great Ocean 
Road Regional Tourism for the future planning of this site. 

Community members provided feedback in February 2016 
following the Issues and Opportunities paper.  Three options 
have been developed from the series of consultation workshops 
with a Community Reference Group and an Agency Working 
Group to consider the various uses and future direction for this 
precinct. Tour operators and bus companies were also surveyed.

Feedback from community and agencies suggests there is little 
support for installing public toilets in the area due to the limited 
infrastructure and capacity at the site.
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OPTIONS

There are currently three options that have been 
proposed to address the issues onsite:  

• Drive Thru

• ‘Snapshot’

• Rest Stop

Each option addresses the key concerns including:

• consideration vehicle and pedestrian accessibility

• cultural heritage

• ecological and environmental impacts

• commercial impacts and site management

MORE INFORMATION

For more information on the Memorial Arch or to view the full 
Options Paper visit www.gorcc.com.au.

In the interim, Great Ocean Road Coast is undertaking short 
term management actions to address the immediate safety and 
environmental concerns, which includes signage. 


